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PowelPs terminology, Yuman, Shoshonean, Chumashan, Pali- 
nan. HsM it'iiian, and Costanoan, in order from south to north. 
Yuman and Shoshonean, the two southernmost of these six 
stocks, were extensive. Only a small part of their territory lay 
within the state of California. The four other stocks were 
smaller, confined to the coast, and entirely Californian. Only 
these four are treated in this paper. 

Throughout the area under consideration, from Santa Bar- 
bara to San Francisco, there are now very few Indians. Only a 
fraction of these, mostly older people, still know the native lan- 
guages. All the Indians speak Spanish. With one exception 
no continuous texts could be obtained in any of the languages. 
To gain an idea of the grammatical structure it has therefore 
been necessary to depend on sentences. Owing to this fact and 
the writer's limited command of Spanish, the investigation of 
the languages was carried only far enough to obtain an outline 
of the structure. The results elaborate certain conclusions as 
to the morphological grouping of the linguistic families in Cali- 
fornia stated in a paper on the Native Languages of California.^ 

The following alphabet has been used. 
Vowels : 



a, a 




as in father, short and long respectively. 


a, a 




as in American fat, short and long 
respectively. 


e, i, 0, u 




short open vowels. 


e, 1, 0, u 




long closed vowels. 


h, i, 5, u 




long open vowels. 


0, ii, 0, u 




nearly as in German; closed vowels, 
short and long. 


a 




English aw. 


a"^, e^, i^, 


0^, u^ 


nasalized vowels. 


A, E, I, 0, 


u 


obscure vowels. 


a e i u 

» t t » 




scarcely articulated vowels. 


0, «, 0, w, 


0^ u, 0, u peculiar impure vowels. 



1 R. B. Dixon and A. L. Kroeber, the Native Languages of Califomia, Amer. 
Anthr., n.s., V, p. 1, 1903. 



